
From: Spencerport Central School District <info@spencerportschools.org> 
Subject: Superintendent's update for Feb. 24 

Dear Spencerport Families, 

While I am preparing this message, news of Russia invading Ukraine is being widely reported. Like 
many of you, my own children have been on high alert for many months due to COVID-19 and news 
like this can understandably cause greater fear, anxiety or confusion. 

Right now, our students need reassurance. For those of us who are watching from afar, the feelings 
of fear and helplessness can be overwhelming. Please check in with your children and if you feel 
they need additional support, please refer to resources and contact information on our Family 
Support Center web page, 
https://www.spencerportschools.org/parents___community/family_support_center.   

COVID-related updates  

Our Spencerport community and neighboring towns have experienced a decrease in COVID-19 
cases. The omicron variant was discovered three months ago and since its surge in January, we 
have witnessed cases rapidly declining. The governor has stated her intentions regarding a decision 
on mandatory masking following our mid-year winter recess. We have been closely following public 
health mandates for the past two years and will continue to do so, including implementing optional 
masking if the mandate allows. 

I have shared in prior communications that the district’s top priority is to continue in-person 
education in safe and healthy school environments. It is important to remember that New York 
State schools are still required to follow the existing mask mandate until further notice. 
However, in anticipation of a local district decision, I want to share our strategies for a mask optional 
environment as we prepare for this next phase. As with any pandemic response, please understand 
that protocols may change at any point in time to best reduce the spread of this illness.   

Our families may have ongoing questions as developments unfold so we have created a form on our 
website where families may submit questions. We will make every effort to answer when 
appropriate, and for commonly-asked, fact-based questions, include those on our FAQ web page. 
https://forms.office.com/r/zz8RmbrfGm  

Masks  

We will implement optional masking if the mandate allows; however, we will suggest that students, 
staff and volunteers continue to bring masks to school in the event they may be needed (ie, buses, 
cafeteria). In addition, we will continue to distribute state supplied “respirators” (masks) for students 
and staff who would prefer to continue masking.   

In consultation with our public health officials, we know that a properly fitted “respirator” is highly 
effective at protecting the wearer. Additional information about masking can be accessed on our 
website, including a recent publication from the Common Ground Health group at this link.  

Transportation  

Final determinations regarding the need to mask while riding our school buses will be made once 
updated guidance is provided.   

https://www.spencerportschools.org/parents___community/family_support_center
https://forms.office.com/r/zz8RmbrfGm
https://www.spencerportschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_432258/File/District/2021%20COVID%20section/School%20Masking%20Facts%20-FLX%20Reopening%20Schools%20Safely%20Health%20Workgroup.pdf


Accommodations  

Masking may be required for those individuals with weakened immune systems and/or those who 
live with a loved one who is medically vulnerable. As is our existing practice, we want to be 
responsive and supportive to our families and ask that you reach out directly to your building 
administrator or school nurse with these types of requests. 

Safe, Civil and Empowering Environments  

The district’s goal is to create a learning community where every student feels safe, supported and 
valued. There is no place for bullying or harassment on our campus, and this extends to whether or 
not a person wears a mask.   

We know that our children look to the adults in their lives to provide guidance. As we prepare for this 
shift to optional masking, it is imperative that we work together, modeling tolerance, civility and 
respect while supporting each other’s decisions to mask or unmask. “Supporting Our Students 
Through Change” is a resource developed to proactively help families with conversations around 
optional masking and what to do if concerns arise. The family resource may be found at this link.  

Physical Distancing  

Final determinations regarding the need to continue social distancing will be made once updated 
guidance is provided. In the weeks to come, we will evaluate opportunities to safely reduce social 
distancing which may allow greater flexibility in our cafeterias and schedules.   

Testing  

We continue to receive at-home tests from New York State and will alert you when these tests will 
be sent home with students. If you previously opted out of receiving a kit, no action is required. Your 
response is on file, and there's no need to opt out each time. As a reminder, at-home testing is 
voluntary and offers families quick access to testing if needed. It is important to reiterate that a 
negative home test cannot be used to send a student back to school after an illness.   

Test kits will also be made available at each building for staff. Information about our at-home 
COVID-19 testing program can be found on our website and is linked here for your reference.   

Partnership  

Our efforts to curb COVID-19 will only be effective with family partnership. Please continue to keep 
students home when exhibiting illness symptoms. The MCDPH and Commissioner Dr. Mendoza 
have provided school districts with the following guidance if COVID-19 symptoms or confirmed-
positive cases are reported. Please test right away if you develop respiratory symptoms and seek 
early treatment if possible. 

I’m thrilled that we continue to make considerable progress against COVID-19. I would like to thank 
and recognize our staff, students, and the community for your tireless support to keep our schools 
open and to maintain a safe educational setting. I will continue to communicate any status changes 
with you early and often.   

Enjoy the remaining days of break with your children and I look forward to welcoming our staff and 
students back on Monday.   

https://www.spencerportschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_432258/File/District/2021%20COVID%20section/Parent%20Resource-%20Mask%20Optional%20Communication.pdf
https://www.spencerportschools.org/district/2021-22_c_o_v_i_d-19_updates_and_resources/at-home_c_o_v_i_d-19_testing
https://www.spencerportschools.org/district/2021-22_c_o_v_i_d-19_updates_and_resources/m_c_d_p_h_flowcharts_for_c_o_v_i_d_19_responses
https://www.spencerportschools.org/district/2021-22_c_o_v_i_d-19_updates_and_resources/m_c_d_p_h_flowcharts_for_c_o_v_i_d_19_responses


Respectfully,   

Kristin Swann 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


